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Unseen Passage - A Complete Guide with Solved Examples

Unseen passages, as the name suggests, are passages of text that you encounter for the first time during an examination
or assessment. They are a common feature in many competitive exams and language assessments. These unseen
passages are followed by a set of questions that assess your comprehension, interpretation, and analytical skills based
on the information provided in the text. Your are required to read the passage carefully, extract relevant information, and
provide accurate answers to the questions asked. However, with the right approach and some practice, you can get a
good score in this section.
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In this blog, explore unseen passages, what they are, why they matter, and how you can excel in them.

Understanding Unseen Passages

Unseen passages are essentially pieces of text that are totally new for you. These passages can cover a wide range of
topics, from literature and science to history and current events. Your task is to read and comprehend the passage, and
then answer questions based on the information provided in the text.

Why Are Unseen Passages Important?
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1. Assessment of Reading Skills: Unseen passages are used to evaluate your ability to read and understand written

content quickly and effectively. This skill is essential in various real-life scenarios, such as reading news articles,
academic papers, or workplace documents.

2. Critical Thinking: These passages often contain questions that require critical thinking and inference-making. They
assess your capacity to draw conclusions, make connections, and identify key information within a text.

3. Language Proficiency: Unseen passages also check your language proficiency, including your vocabulary, grammar,
and comprehension skills. They test your ability to interpret complex sentences and phrases.

Strategies to Excel Unseen Passages

Now that we understand the significance of unseen passages, let's explore some strategies to help you excel in this
section:
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1. Get a reading of the Unseen Passage: Before moving on to the questions, take a quick glance at the unseen
passage to get a sense of its topic, tone, and structure. This initial read can help you approach the questions with
context in mind.

2. Read Actively: As you read the unseen passage, stay engaged and actively process the information. Highlight key
points and underline important sentences. This can make it easier to revisit specific parts of the passage when
answering questions.

3. Pay Attention to Keywords: Look out for keywords and phrases that can provide clues about the passage's main
ideas, arguments, and tone. These keywords can be helpful in answering questions accurately.

4. Answer Questions in Sequence: Generally, it's a good idea to answer the questions in the order they appear. This
helps maintain the flow of your understanding and prevents you from getting lost in the passage.

5. Use Context: When answering questions, rely on the context provided in the passage. Avoid making assumptions
or bringing in outside knowledge. The answers are typically within the text itself.

6. Practice Regularly: Like any skill, practice makes perfect. To become proficient at tackling unseen passages,
practice regularly with a variety of passages on different topics. This will help you improve your reading speed and
comprehension.

7. Time Management: Keep an eye on the time. Allocate a specific amount of time for each passage and its
associated questions. If you find a question particularly challenging, don't dwell on it for too long; move on and
return to it later if time permits.

8. Expand Your Vocabulary: A rich vocabulary can be a significant asset in understanding unseen passages and
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Unseen Passage: Sample Question

Read the given passage and answer the questions that follow:

Global warming, a pressing environmental issue, refers to the long-term increase in Earth's average surface temperature
due to the accumulation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. These gases, primarily carbon dioxide (C02), methane
(CH4), and nitrous oxide (N20), trap heat from the sun, leading to a rise in temperatures worldwide. The consequences of
global warming are far-reaching and impact both our environment and society.

One of the most noticeable effects of global warming is the melting of polar ice caps and glaciers. This phenomenon
contributes to rising sea levels, endangering coastal communities and low-lying islands. Furthermore, changing weather
patterns, characterized by more frequent and severe weather events such as hurricanes and droughts, are associated
with global warming. These extreme weather events disrupt ecosystems, agriculture, and infrastructure, posing significant
challenges to human societies.

Global warming also influences wildlife and ecosystems. Many species are struggling to adapt to the changing climate,
leading to shifts in habitat ranges and, in some cases, endangering their survival. Coral reefs, for instance, are particularly
vulnerable to warmer waters, resulting in widespread coral bleaching events that harm these vital marine ecosystems.

Addressing global warming requires international cooperation and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.
Transitioning to clean energy sources, such as solar and wind power, and adopting energy-efficient practices are crucial
steps toward mitigating the impact of global warming. Additionally, raising awareness and taking individual actions to
reduce one's carbon footprint can contribute to the collective effort to combat this pressing issue.

1. What is global warming primarily caused by?

a) Depletion of the ozone layer b) Accumulation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere c) Aerosol pollution d) Volcanic
eruptions

Answer: b) Accumulation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere

2. What is one of the observable effects of global warming mentioned in the passage?

a) Decreased hurricane frequency b) Expansion of polar ice caps ¢) Rising sea levels d) Reduced weather variability
Answer: c) Rising sea levels

3. How does global warming impact wildlife and ecosystems?

a) It has no impact on them. b) It leads to the extinction of numerous species. ¢) It causes an increase in biodiversity. d) It
enhances the adaptability of all species.

Answer: b) It leads to the extinction of numerous species.
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4. What is the synonym for the word "mitigate" as used in the passage?
a) Aggravate b) Exacerbate ¢) Alleviate d) Escalate

Answer: c) Alleviate

5. What is the tone of the passage about global warming?

a) Optimistic b) Neutral ¢) Alarmed d) Humorous

Answer: ¢) Alarmed

Unseen passages need not be a challenge for your exams. With the right strategies and consistent practice, you can
develop the ability to read, comprehend, and analyze unfamiliar texts efficiently. Remember that reading comprehension is
not just about speed but also about understanding and interpreting the content accurately. Keep these strategies in mind,
and remember that practice makes perfect.

We'd love to hear from you! What are your thoughts on the strategies we've discussed? Feel free to share your comments
and questions below, we're always here to assist you. Your contributions are essential, and we look forward to engaging
with you! Visit to read more informative blogs.
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