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The Centenary of Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi: A Commemorative Coin and a Legacy of Federalism

On a momentous occasion in Chennai, India's Defence Minister Rajnath Singh paid tribute to one of the country's most
influential political figures, Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi, by releasing a 3100 commemorative coin to mark the centenary
of the late Dravidian stalwart's birth. This event was not only a celebration of Karunanidhi's life but also a recognition of
his enduring contributions to Indian politics, federalism, and the welfare of Tamil Nadu. The event saw the convergence of
national and regional leadership, with Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, Karunanidhi's son, receiving the
commemorative coin.

oy

— ST PP |

U R

|

Pame
———y
- -

a
|

[Source: News on AIR]

This analysis delves into the political legacy of Karunanidhi, his advocacy for federalism, his influence beyond Tamil Nadu,
and how his ideals continue to shape Indian politics even after his death. It also explores the significance of this
centenary event in reinforcing his contributions to the nation's democratic fabric.
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The Centenary of Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi: A Commemorative Coin and a Legacy of Federalism

The Iconic Leadership of Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Dr. Karunanidhi, often fondly referred to as ‘Kalaignar, which translates to ‘artist, was a five-time Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu and a titan in Indian politics. Over his decades-long political career, Karunanidhi evolved from a regional leader into
a national figure, whose advocacy for social justice and federalism left an indelible mark on the country's political
landscape. His work, rooted in the Dravidian movement, emphasized self-respect, Tamil identity, and equitable distribution
of resources.

A Champion of Regional Identity

Karunanidhi's political journey began during a period when regional parties were emerging as key players in India’s federal
structure. He was instrumental in creating a political platform that resonated deeply with the people of Tamil Nadu,
especially through his emphasis on linguistic pride, social justice, and state rights. His legacy is one of resilience and
commitment to his people, reflected in his consistent electoral success and the enduring presence of the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) as a powerful regional party.

Rajnath Singh's Tribute: Recognition of Federalism and
National Influence

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, in his address during the coin release ceremony, hailed Karunanidhi as a "titan" of Indian
politics. Singh’s words echoed the sentiments of many who saw Karunanidhi not merely as a regional leader but as a
figure of national importance. His tribute focused on how Karunanidhi's political career was marked by a deep
understanding of India's federalism—a system that Karunanidhi championed throughout his life.

Karunanidhi’s Role in National Politics

Although his roots were deeply entrenched in Tamil Nadu, Karunanidhi’s influence extended far beyond the state’s
borders. He played a significant role in shaping India’s coalition politics, particularly during his association with the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government under Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Despite ideological
differences, Karunanidhi's participation in national politics demonstrated his ability to work across party lines, earning him
respect from leaders across the political spectrum.

Advocacy for Federalism
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One of Karunanidhi's most notable contributions was his relentless advocacy for federalism, which Rajnath Singh
emphasized during the ceremony. Karunanidhi believed that India’s strength lay in its diversity, and he continuously fought
for greater autonomy for states. His insistence on state rights, particularly in relation to the central government, was
rooted in his belief that development at the state level was imperative for the overall progress of the nation. Singh
highlighted this aspect of Karunanidhi's leadership, pointing to his demand that Chief Ministers be allowed to hoist the
national flag on Independence Day—a symbolic act that underscored the importance of federalism in Indian democracy.

The Political Legacy of Kalaignar: Social Justice and
Inclusivity
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Throughout his career, Karunanidhi was a tireless advocate for social justice. His policies and initiatives were aimed at
empowering marginalized communities and ensuring that the fruits of development reached all sections of society. His
emphasis on education, healthcare, and welfare programs transformed Tamil Nadu into a model state for inclusive
growth.
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Karunanidhi’s Contributions to Education and
Healthcare

One of Karunanidhi’s lasting legacies is his contribution to the education sector in Tamil Nadu. He believed that education
was the key to social mobility, particularly for the disadvantaged sections of society. Under his leadership, Tamil Nadu
witnessed significant advancements in literacy rates, and the state’s education system became one of the most robust in
the country. Similarly, his focus on healthcare ensured that Tamil Nadu developed a strong public health infrastructure,
with many of his welfare initiatives continuing to benefit the people of the state today.

Empowerment through Language and Culture

Karunanidhi was a cultural stalwart, whose work in Tamil literature and cinema furthered his political philosophy. He used
his writing and screenplays to promote Tamil pride and social justice, linking cultural empowerment to political activism.
His literary works remain iconic in Tamil Nadu, serving as both artistic expressions and political commentaries that
continue to influence generations of Tamil leaders and citizens.

Karunanidhi and the Evolution of Regional Parties

Karunanidhi's political ascent in the 1960s coincided with a period of significant political transformation in India. The rise
of regional parties, particularly in states like Tamil Nadu, Punjab, and West Bengal, signaled a shift in Indian politics from a
Congress-dominated center to a more pluralistic federal structure. Karunanidhi's leadership ensured that the DMK
remained a strong political force, outlasting many other regional parties that emerged during the same period.

The DMK: A Regional Power with National Influence

Under Karunanidhi's leadership, the DMK established itself as a party that not only addressed the aspirations of Tamil
Nadu's people but also played a crucial role in national politics. While other regional parties from the 1960s faded into
obscurity, the DMK remained a dominant force, thanks to the strong foundation laid by Karunanidhi. Rajnath Singh pointed
out that the DMK is one of the few regional parties that has managed to hold on to power and remain relevant in Indian
politics even decades after its inception.

The Commemorative Coin: Symbolism and Legacy
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The release of the 100 commemorative coin in honor of Karunanidhi’s centenary is not merely a token gesture. It
symbolizes the national recognition of his contributions to Indian democracy, federalism, and social justice. The coin
serves as a reminder of Karunanidhi's enduring influence on Indian politics, and its release in the presence of both
national and regional leaders underscores the continued relevance of his ideals.

The Role of Symbolism in Indian Political Culture

In India, commemorative coins and statues often play a significant role in shaping political memory. The release of a coin
in Karunanidhi’'s honor signals the broader acceptance of his contributions to Indian society and politics, transcending
regional boundaries. Such acts of commemoration help to solidify the legacy of political leaders, ensuring that their
contributions are remembered by future generations.

Rajnath Singh and M.K. Stalin: A Bipartisan Moment

The presence of both Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Chief Minister M.K. Stalin at the event highlighted the
bipartisan respect that Karunanidhi commanded. Despite representing different political ideologies, the two leaders came
together to honor Karunanidhi’s legacy, demonstrating the enduring relevance of his vision of cooperative federalism.

Karunanidhi’'s Role in Coalition Politics

Karunanidhi's ability to work with leaders across party lines, whether during his time in the NDA government or in other
coalitions, was a testament to his political acumen and statesmanship. His leadership style, marked by pragmatism and
flexibility, allowed him to navigate India’s complex political landscape while remaining true to his principles of social
justice and federalism.

A Legacy That Lives On

Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi’s legacy is one that continues to shape the political, cultural, and social fabric of Tamil Nadu

and India as a whole. His contributions to federalism, social justice, and cultural empowerment have left an indelible mark
on Indian democracy. The release of the commemorative coin by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh serves as a reminder of

Karunanidhi’'s enduring influence and his commitment to a more inclusive and equitable India.

As India continues to grapple with questions of federalism, state rights, and social justice, Karunanidhi’s ideals remain
relevant, offering a roadmap for balancing regional aspirations with national unity. His life and work stand as a testament
to the power of resilience, political acumen, and a deep-rooted connection to the people he served.
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