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Strengthening Defense Ties: A Comprehensive Analysis of Exercise MAITREE 2024

On July 1, 2024, the Indian Army and the Royal Thai Army commenced the 13th edition of Exercise MAITREE at Fort
Vachiraprakan in Tak Province, Thailand. This joint military exercise, running until July 15, 2024, signifies an important
milestone in the defense cooperation between India and Thailand, two countries that share a long-standing tradition of
military collaboration. This event not only aims to enhance the operational capabilities of both armies but also to
strengthen the strategic partnership between the two nations. This analysis delves into the background, significance, and
implications of Exercise MAITREE 2024, exploring its objectives, activities, and broader impact on India-Thailand
relations.
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[Source: The Financial Express]

Historical Context

1. Origins and Evolution of Exercise MAITREE

Exercise MAITREE, which began in 2006, has been a cornerstone of military cooperation between India and Thailand. The
bilateral exercise is conducted annually, alternating between the two countries, fostering a deeper understanding and
coordination between their armed forces. The last edition, held in September 2019 at Umroi, Meghalaya, marked a
significant engagement before the pandemic-induced hiatus. The resumption of the exercise in 2024 underscores the
renewed commitment to this collaborative endeavor.

2. India-Thailand Defense Relations
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India and Thailand's defense relations are rooted in their shared maritime boundary in the Andaman Sea and a mutual
interest in regional security and stability. The two countries signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Defense
Cooperation in 2012, which formalized and expanded their defense ties. This MoU has facilitated various joint military
exercises, exchanges, and high-level visits, contributing to a robust defense partnership. In addition to Exercise MAITREE,
other notable engagements include the naval exercise Ex-Ayutthaya and the India-Thailand Coordinated Patrol (Indo-Thai
CORPAT), as well as the air force exercise Ex-SIAM BHARAT.

Objectives of Exercise MAITREE 2024

1. Enhancing Military Cooperation

The primary objective of Exercise MAITREE is to foster military cooperation between the Indian and Thai armies. This
collaboration is aimed at improving interoperability and coordination, which are crucial for conducting joint operations. By
working together, the two armies can share best practices, tactics, techniques, and procedures, thereby enhancing their
combined operational capabilities.

2. Improving Counter-Insurgency and Counter-Terrorism Skills

A key focus of Exercise MAITREE is to sharpen the skills of both forces in counter-insurgency and counter-terrorism
operations. Given the evolving nature of global security threats, the ability to conduct effective operations in urban and
jungle environments is essential. The exercise provides a platform for the troops to practice and refine these skills,
ensuring they are well-prepared to respond to various contingencies.

3. Promoting Physical Fithess and Tactical Drills

Physical fitness is a fundamental aspect of military readiness, and Exercise MAITREE places a strong emphasis on
maintaining a high level of physical fithess among the troops. The exercise also includes joint planning and tactical drills,
which are critical for executing coordinated operations. These activities help the soldiers develop the endurance, agility,
and tactical acumen required for effective combat operations.

Activities and Training Modules
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[Source: Jagran Josh]
1. Creation of a Joint Operation Centre

One of the key activities during Exercise MAITREE is the establishment of a Joint Operation Centre (JOC). The JOC serves
as the command and control hub for the joint operations, facilitating seamless coordination and communication between
the Indian and Thai contingents. This setup enables real-time decision-making and enhances the overall efficiency of the
operations.

2. Establishing an Intelligence & Surveillance Centre

Intelligence and surveillance are critical components of modern military operations. During the exercise, the participants
will establish an Intelligence & Surveillance Centre, which will collect, analyze, and disseminate information. This centre
will play a vital role in supporting the joint operations by providing actionable intelligence and maintaining situational
awareness.

3. Employment of Drones and Counter-Drone Systems

The use of drones has revolutionized modern warfare, providing unparalleled surveillance and reconnaissance
capabilities. Exercise MAITREE will involve the employment of drones for various operational tasks, including surveillance,
target acquisition, and reconnaissance. Additionally, the exercise will include training on counter-drone systems to detect,
track, and neutralize hostile drones, thereby enhancing the troops' ability to operate in a contested environment.
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4. Securing a Landing Site

Securing a landing site is a critical task in any military operation, especially during heliborne and airborne operations. The
exercise will involve practical drills on securing and defending a landing site, ensuring it is safe for the insertion and
extraction of troops. This training will help the soldiers develop the skills needed to establish a secure foothold in hostile
or contested areas.

5. Small Team Insertion & Extraction

Special operations often require the insertion and extraction of small teams behind enemy lines. Exercise MAITREE will
include drills on small team insertion and extraction, focusing on techniques such as fast roping, rappelling, and air
assault operations. These drills will enhance the troops' ability to conduct precision operations in challenging
environments.

6. Special Heliborne Operations

Heliborne operations are a key element of modern military tactics, providing rapid mobility and flexibility. The exercise will
feature special heliborne operations, where troops will be inserted into and extracted from operational areas using
helicopters. These operations will be conducted in both urban and jungle settings, simulating real-world scenarios and
testing the troops' ability to execute complex missions.

7. Cordon and Search Operations

Cordon and search operations are a common counter-insurgency tactic used to isolate and capture insurgents or
terrorists. During the exercise, the troops will conduct cordon and search operations, focusing on techniques such as
establishing perimeters, conducting searches, and managing detainees. These drills will help the soldiers develop the
skills needed to effectively carry out these operations in urban and rural environments.

8. Room Intervention Drills

Urban warfare often involves close-quarters combat, where room intervention skills are essential. The exercise will
include room intervention drills, where the troops will practice clearing and securing buildings. These drills will focus on
techniques such as breaching, clearing, and room-to-room combat, ensuring the soldiers are prepared for urban combat
scenarios.

9. Demolition of lllegal Structures

The demolition of illegal structures is a critical task in counter-insurgency operations, aimed at denying insurgents or
terrorists safe havens. Exercise MAITREE will involve practical training on the demolition of illegal structures, using
explosives and other demolition techniques. This training will help the soldiers develop the skills needed to effectively
carry out these operations while minimizing collateral damage.

Strategic Significance
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1. Strengthening Bilateral Defense Ties

Exercise MAITREE is a testament to the strong defense ties between India and Thailand. By conducting joint exercises,
the two countries are able to build trust, enhance cooperation, and develop a deeper understanding of each other's
operational capabilities. This collaboration is crucial for addressing common security challenges and promoting regional
stability.

2. Enhancing Regional Security

The Indian Ocean region is of strategic importance to both India and Thailand, and their cooperation is essential for
maintaining regional security. Exercise MAITREE contributes to this by enhancing the operational capabilities of both
armies and improving their ability to conduct joint operations. This, in turn, helps to deter potential threats and promote a
stable security environment in the region.

3. Supporting India's "Act East" Policy

India's "Act East" policy aims to strengthen its ties with Southeast Asian countries, including Thailand. Defense
cooperation is a key component of this policy, and exercises like MAITREE play a crucial role in advancing India’s strategic
interests in the region. By enhancing military cooperation with Thailand, India is able to bolster its influence and
contribute to regional security and stability.

Broader Implications

1. Military Readiness and Interoperability

Exercise MAITREE enhances the military readiness and interoperability of both the Indian and Thai armies. By practicing
joint operations and sharing best practices, the troops are able to develop a higher level of coordination and cooperation.
This is crucial for conducting effective joint operations in the future, whether in response to natural disasters,
humanitarian crises, or security threats.

2. Diplomatic and Strategic Benefits

The exercise also has significant diplomatic and strategic benefits. By engaging in joint military activities, India and
Thailand are able to demonstrate their commitment to regional security and stability. This sends a strong message to
other countries in the region, reinforcing the importance of collaborative efforts to address common security challenges.

3. Enhancing Mutual Understanding

One of the key benefits of Exercise MAITREE is the opportunity it provides for soldiers from both countries to interact and
develop mutual understanding. This helps to build camaraderie and trust between the troops, which is essential for
effective cooperation in joint operations. The personal connections and professional relationships developed during the
exercise contribute to a stronger and more resilient defense partnership.
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Exercise MAITREE 2024 is a significant milestone in the defense cooperation between India and Thailand. By enhancing military
cooperation, improving counter-insurgency and counter-terrorism skills, and promoting physical fitness and tactical drills, the
exercise contributes to the overall operational readiness of both armies. It also plays a crucial role in strengthening bilateral
defense ties, enhancing regional security, and supporting India's "Act East" policy. As the two-week exercise progresses, it will
undoubtedly contribute to the continued growth and development of the India-Thailand defense partnership, reinforcing their
commitment to regional peace and stability.
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