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Mera Gaon, Meri Dharohar (MGMD) - Ministry of Culture, India

On July 27, 2023, the Ministry of Culture launched a groundbreaking initiative, 'Mera Gaon, Meri Dharohar' (MGMD), as
part of the National Mission on Cultural Mapping. The project aims to culturally map India's 6.5 lakh villages, providing a
comprehensive virtual platform to showcase the diverse and vibrant cultural heritage of the nation. Developed in
collaboration with the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), MGMD seeks to not only preserve and celebrate
India's cultural richness but also foster economic growth, social harmony, and artistic development in rural communities.
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Significance of MGMD in Preserving Cultural Heritage

Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy, responsible for culture, tourism, and the development of the North Eastern Region,
emphasized the significance of MGMD in preserving and promoting India's cultural heritage. He highlighted that the
initiative aligns with the government's commitment to safeguarding and celebrating the diverse cultural identity each
village contributes to the nation.

MGMD: Documentation and Mapping

The documentation and mapping under MGMD are poised to serve as a testament to the unique cultural tapestry woven
by Indian villages. By compiling comprehensive information under seven broad categories, MGMD aims to create a rich
repository that reflects the cultural diversity inherent in villages across the country.

MGMD: National Mission on Cultural Mapping

The primary objective of MGMD is to make the wealth of information about Indian villages accessible to both virtual and
real-time visitors. This aligns with the broader goals of the National Mission on Cultural Mapping, reflecting the
government's commitment to document and map the cultural diversity inherent in villages across the country.

MGMD Web Portal Launch: A User-Friendly Gateway to
India's Villages
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On July 27, the MGMD programme reached a milestone with the launch of a new web portal ( ] )- This
user-friendly platform allows researchers, enthusiasts, and the general public easy access to a trove of information about
India's villages. The portal serves as a one-stop destination for discovering, exploring, researching, and virtually visiting
every village in the country.

MGMD: Categories of Information

The information collected under MGMD is thoughtfully categorized into seven broad categories, offering a comprehensive
exploration of cultural nuances:

Arts and Crafts Village

- Showcasing traditional artistic expressions and craftsmanship.
+ Highlighting the unique artistic heritage of each village.

Ecologically Oriented Village

+ Documenting villages with a focus on sustainable and eco-friendly practices.
- Exploring the harmonious relationship between villages and their natural surroundings.

Scholastic Village Linked with Textual and Scriptural Traditions of
India
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- Unveiling villages with a rich history in scholastic pursuits.
« Connecting villages to the textual and scriptural traditions that have shaped their intellectual identity.

Epic Village Linked with Ramayana, Mahabharata, or Puranic Legends
and Oral Epics

+ Exploring the villages deeply rooted in ancient Indian epics and legends.
- Understanding how oral traditions have preserved and passed down these narratives through generations.

Historical Village Linked with Local and National History

+ Shedding light on villages with a significant historical footprint.
+ Connecting local histories to the broader national narrative.

Architectural Heritage Village

+ Showcasing villages with distinctive architectural styles and historical monuments.
« Exploring the architectural evolution of villages over time.

Any Other Characteristic That May Need Highlighting

+ Including villages with unique characteristics such as fishing villages, horticulture villages, shepherding villages,

etc.
+ Ensuring a comprehensive representation of the diverse cultural roots that define each village.

MGMD: Impact on Rural Communities
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Through MGMD, the government envisions not only preserving cultural heritage but also fostering economic growth,
social harmony, and artistic development in rural communities. By showcasing the cultural richness of each village on a
virtual platform, MGMD opens up opportunities for tourism, artisan collaboration, and cultural exchange, thereby
contributing to the economic upliftment of rural areas.

MGMD: Incentives for Users

The MGMD portal offers users the opportunity to earn incentives and takeaways as they embark on their digital village
journeys. This innovative approach encourages active participation and engagement, making the exploration of India's
cultural heritage an interactive and rewarding experience for users.

MGMD: Challenges and Opportunities in Cultural
Mapping
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While MGMD represents a commendable effort in cultural mapping, it is essential to acknowledge the challenges that
may arise. The sheer scale and diversity of India's villages present logistical and cultural challenges. Ensuring accurate
representation and avoiding cultural misappropriation are vital considerations in this ambitious undertaking. However,
these challenges also present opportunities for collaboration with local communities, scholars, and experts to enrich the
cultural mapping process.

MGMD: International Perspective

Mera Gaon Meri Darohar Program

(Source: DICS)

The MGMD initiative not only caters to domestic audiences but also has the potential to showcase India's cultural
heritage globally. In an increasingly interconnected world, digital platforms become bridges for cultural exchange. MGMD
can become a model for other nations to follow, fostering a global appreciation for cultural diversity and heritage.

MGMD: Educational Impact
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One of the unspoken benefits of MGMD lies in its potential to bridge the knowledge gap between urban and rural areas.
By making comprehensive information about villages accessible to anyone with an internet connection, MGMD
contributes to a more inclusive and informed society. It provides a valuable educational resource for schools, researchers,
and curious individuals interested in understanding the roots of Indian culture.

MGMD: Future Prospects

As MGMD unfolds, there is potential for its scope to expand beyond cultural mapping. The platform could evolve into a
dynamic space for ongoing cultural documentation, where villages actively participate in updating their cultural narratives.
This could involve crowdsourcing information, encouraging local initiatives, and creating a living database that reflects
the ever-evolving nature of India's cultural heritage.

MGMD: Deepening Understanding and Appreciation of
India's Cultural Mosaic

As Mera Gaon, Meri Dharohar unfolds, it promises to deepen the understanding and appreciation of India's cultural
mosaic. By providing a comprehensive digital platform to explore the cultural richness of villages, MGMD not only serves
as a valuable resource for researchers and enthusiasts but also opens up new avenues for economic and social
development in rural communities. As citizens embark on virtual journeys through the MGMD portal, they become active
participants in preserving and celebrating the diverse cultural tapestry that defines India's villages. The initiative stands as
a beacon, illuminating the path towards a more culturally connected and harmonious India.

We would love to here from you, dear readers. How did you like this blog? Did you gain an insight into today's topic? You
can share your thoughts in the comment section below. will keep bringing to you more informative blogs on a
daily basis. Stay tuned!
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