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India's Infrastructure Drive: A Comprehensive Analysis of Road Transport and Highways Sector

In the next financial year, the Indian government is set to continue its focus on rapid infrastructure growth, particularly in
the road transport and highways sector. With plans to increase capital expenditure allocations for the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways (MoRTH), the government aims to accelerate road construction and complete ongoing projects.

(Source: The Economic Times)

Budget Allocation and Plans

The budget for FY25 reveals a substantial increase in capital allocation for MoRTH, reaching %2.72 trillion, up from the
previous year's budgeted level of ¥2.58 ftrillion. This boost in funding underscores the government's commitment to
building more highways and access-controlled expressways under the Bharatamala | projects.

National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) Funding

A significant portion of the increased allocation is earmarked for meeting the capital expenditure of NHAI, the primary
highway construction agency. NHAI, which has relied on budgetary support due to a moratorium on market borrowings, is
expected to see a surge in funding to expedite its projects.

Future Budgetary Expectations
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(Source: The Economic Times)

While the interim budget has set a higher allocation for MoRTH, further revisions may occur when the full budget is
presented by the new government later in the year. Speculations suggest that MoRTH's capital expenditure could rise to
33.3 trillion in FY25, reflecting the government's ambitious infrastructure goals.

Expenditure Trends

Analysis of MoRTH's expenditure trends reveals a shift towards prioritizing capital spending over revenue expenditure in
recent years. With a focus on enhancing infrastructure, capital expenditure has seen a significant uptick, while revenue
expenditure has remained relatively stagnant.

Quality of Expenditure

Improvements in the quality of expenditure have been noted, with a substantial portion of funds directed towards NHAI.
This strategic allocation aims to bolster highway and expressway construction across the country, driving economic
growth and connectivity.
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Progress and Achievements

Despite challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and adverse weather conditions, the length of national highways
has witnessed a remarkable increase in the past nine years. The government's target to expand the national highway
network to 200,000 km by FY25 signifies significant progress in infrastructure development.

Construction Milestones

Highway construction rates have fluctuated in recent years, influenced by various factors such as lockdowns and weather
conditions. While FY21 witnessed a record-breaking pace of construction, subsequent years saw fluctuations, highlighting
the need for consistent efforts to maintain momentum in infrastructure development.

National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP)

The government's commitment to infrastructure development is reflected in the allocation of 111 trillion under the
National Infrastructure Pipeline for FY 2019-25. With roads sector expected to account for a substantial portion of capital
expenditure, significant investments are underway to enhance transportation infrastructure.

Scrappage Policy and Sustainable Transport

3

FOROW US O Address : 1997, Mukherjee Nagar, 110009 Download the App

Email : online@kdcampus.org GET ITON
f « |
— Call : +91 95551 08888 o Google Play


https://study.kdcampus.live/daily-editorial/india-s-infrastructure-drive-a-comprehensive-analysis-of-road-transport-and-highways-sector

STUDY CONTENTS THAT GET YOU SELECTED FREE

N
’_ ’ VE @ 5LAKH+STUDENTS ., 30+ EXPERT INSTRUCTORS 10000+ HOURS OF VIDEOS
Already enrolled with our "{' Our instructors are the best -‘ All videos are well-explained for you P D F

selection focused courses. In the industry to get every bit out of the videos

India's Infrastructure Drive: A Comprehensive Analysis of Road Transport and Highways Sector

(Source: CNBC TV18)

In a bid to address environmental concerns and promote sustainable transportation, the government has allocated funds
to scrap old, polluting vehicles owned by the central and state governments. This initiative aligns with broader efforts to
modernize the transport fleet and reduce emissions.

Critical Transport Infrastructure Projects

The government has identified 100 critical transport infrastructure projects aimed at enhancing connectivity for key
sectors such as coal, fertilizers, and food grains. With substantial investments, these projects will play a crucial role in
facilitating efficient movement of goods and fostering economic growth.

Signature Projects

Several marquee projects, including the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway and Delhi-Dehradun Expressway, are underway,
highlighting the government's focus on enhancing connectivity and reducing travel time between major cities. These
projects signify significant investments in infrastructure development.
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Promotion of Coastal Shipping

Recognizing the potential of coastal shipping as an energy-efficient and cost-effective mode of transport, the government
plans to promote it through public-private partnerships (PPP). With viability gap funding, coastal shipping is poised to
emerge as a viable alternative for both passenger and freight transportation.

Critical Transport Infrastructure Projects

The identification of critical transport infrastructure projects underscores the government's focus on enhancing
connectivity for key sectors. With substantial investments allocated, these projects are poised to facilitate efficient
movement of goods and bolster economic growth across various industries.

Signature Projects and Strategic Investments

Several flagship projects, such as the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway and Delhi-Dehradun Expressway, highlight the
government's strategic investments in infrastructure development. These projects not only improve connectivity but also
stimulate economic activity and regional development.

Promotion of Alternative Modes of Transport

In addition to road infrastructure, the government is exploring opportunities to promote alternative modes of transport,
including coastal shipping. Through public-private partnerships and viability gap funding, coastal shipping initiatives aim
to enhance efficiency and reduce transportation costs for both passengers and freight.

Integration of Technology and Innovation
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(Source: The Hindu)

The modernization of India's road transport and highways sector goes beyond physical infrastructure development; it
encompasses the integration of cutting-edge technology and innovative solutions. Initiatives such as the implementation
of Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) and the adoption of digital platforms for project management and monitoring
have been instrumental in enhancing efficiency and transparency in project execution.

By leveraging technologies such as Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping and drone surveillance, authorities can
accurately assess project progress, identify bottlenecks, and streamline construction activities. Furthermore, the
incorporation of advanced materials and construction techniques, such as precast concrete and modular bridge
components, can significantly accelerate project timelines while ensuring durability and cost-effectiveness.

Emphasis on Sustainability and Environmental
Conservation

As India strives towards a greener and more sustainable future, environmental considerations play a crucial role in
infrastructure planning and development. The adoption of eco-friendly construction practices, such as rainwater
harvesting, green landscaping, and wildlife conservation measures, underscores the government's commitment to
balancing infrastructure growth with environmental conservation.
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Moreover, the promotion of electric and alternative fuel vehicles aligns with India's ambitious clean energy goals, reducing
carbon emissions and mitigating air pollution levels. Integrated transportation planning, encompassing modes such as
metro rail networks and bicycle lanes, aims to promote multimodal connectivity while reducing dependence on fossil
fuels.

Socio-Economic Impact and Regional Development

Beyond its tangible infrastructure outcomes, the road transport and highways sector wield significant socio-economic
implications, driving job creation, economic growth, and regional development. The expansion of transportation networks
facilitates greater market access for rural communities, enabling them to participate more actively in economic activities
and access essential services.

Moreover, improved connectivity fosters trade and commerce, facilitating the movement of goods and stimulating
economic activity along transportation corridors. As infrastructure projects catalyze ancillary developments such as
logistics parks, warehousing facilities, and industrial clusters, they contribute to the overall socio-economic upliftment of
regions and communities.

Charting a Path Towards Prosperity

India's relentless pursuit of infrastructure development in the road transport and highways sector epitomizes its
aspirations for inclusive growth, sustainable development, and global competitiveness. By prioritizing strategic
investments, embracing technological innovation, and fostering collaboration across stakeholders, India is poised to
unlock the full potential of its infrastructure assets and propel itself towards a future of prosperity and connectivity. As
the nation embarks on this transformative journey, it must remain steadfast in its commitment to sustainability, resilience,
and equitable development, ensuring that the benefits of infrastructure expansion reach every corner of the country and
every stratum of society.

We would love to here from you, dear readers. How did you like this blog? Did you gain an insight into today's topic? You
can share your thoughts in the comment section below. will keep bringing to you more informative blogs on a
daily basis. Stay tuned!
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