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Inauguration of Prerna Sthal: A Historic Tribute to India's Icons

On a momentous evening, the Vice President of India and Chairman of Rajya Sabha, Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar, inaugurated
the newly constructed Prerna Sthal at the Parliament House Complex. This site, designed to house statues of India's
eminent leaders and freedom fighters previously scattered across different locations in the complex, aims to provide a
centralized, inspirational space for visitors. This initiative not only honors the memory of these national icons but also
leverages modern technology to enhance visitor experience.
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On a momentous evening, the Vice President of India and Chairman of Rajya Sabha, Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar, inaugurated
the newly constructed Prerna Sthal at the Parliament House Complex. This site, designed to house statues of India's
eminent leaders and freedom fighters previously scattered across different locations in the complex, aims to provide a
centralized, inspirational space for visitors. This initiative not only honors the memory of these national icons but also
leverages modern technology to enhance visitor experience.

A Vision Realized
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The inauguration of Prerna Sthal marks a significant milestone in the efforts to commemorate India's illustrious leaders in
a manner befitting their contributions. Shri Dhankhar expressed his profound sense of honor and pride in inaugurating the
site, a sentiment echoed by the dignitaries present, including Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Om Birla, Deputy Chairman of Rajya
Sabha Dr. Harivansh, and several Union Ministers. The central idea behind Prerna Sthal is to create a space where visitors
can easily access and reflect upon the lives and legacies of these historical figures.

Enhanced Visitor Experience

One of the standout features of Prerna Sthal is the use of modern technology to enrich the visitor experience. QR codes
placed alongside the statues provide detailed narratives about the lives and contributions of these leaders, making the
visit both educational and engaging. This integration of technology ensures that visitors, including students and younger
generations, can connect with history in a more interactive and meaningful way.

Insplratlonal Impact
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The Vice President highlighted the motivational aspect of Prerna Sthal, noting that the site is designed to energize and
inspire all who visit. He shared his personal reflections on the significance of the occasion, underscoring the emotional
and historical impact of bringing together the statues of such revered figures. This initiative, he remarked, is not just about
commemorating the past but also about inspiring future generations to uphold the values and principles exemplified by
these leaders.

Tributes to National Icons

Following the unveiling of the plaque, Shri Dhankhar, along with other dignitaries, offered floral tributes to the statues at
Prerna Sthal. This act of reverence underscored the deep respect and admiration for the contributions of these leaders.
Among the statues are those of Mahatma Gandhi, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Maharana Pratap, Birsa Munda, and Chaudhary Devi
Lal, each representing a unique and significant chapter in India's history.

Controversies and Criticisms

Despite the celebratory nature of the event, the relocation of the statues has not been without controversy. Some political
leaders, particularly from the Congress party, have criticized the move, suggesting that it might undermine the historical
significance of their original placements. However, Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Om Birla clarified that the relocation was done
to create a more coherent and accessible tribute to these figures, ensuring that their stories are disseminated more
effectively.

Preserving History

The creation of Prerna Sthal is a testament to the ongoing efforts to preserve and honor India's rich historical heritage. By
consolidating these statues in one dedicated space, the Parliament House Complex aims to ensure that the legacy of
these leaders is preserved for future generations. The site serves as a powerful reminder of the sacrifices and
achievements that have shaped the nation, offering visitors a place to reflect on the values that underpin India's
democratic foundations.

Inspiring Future Generations

Shri Om Birla emphasized the long-term vision behind Prerna Sthal, noting that it is intended to inspire future generations.
By providing a centralized location where the stories of these leaders can be told and retold, Prerna Sthal aims to foster a
deeper understanding and appreciation of India's history among young people. This educational aspect is crucial in
ensuring that the lessons and principles of these leaders continue to influence and guide the nation's future.

A Unified Tribute
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The decision to relocate the statues to Prerna Sthal was driven by a desire to create a unified and coherent tribute to
India's national icons. Previously dispersed across different locations, these statues are now part of a single, dedicated
space that allows for a more immersive and reflective experience. This change not only enhances accessibility but also
ensures that the contributions of these leaders are honored in a manner befitting their significance.

Integration of Modern Technology

The use of QR codes and other technological tools at Prerna Sthal represents a forward-thinking approach to historical
preservation. These technologies allow visitors to access detailed information about each leader, creating a more

interactive and engaging experience. This integration of modern technology with historical commemoration is a
testament to the innovative spirit driving the development of Prerna Sthal.

The Historical Significance of Prerna Sthal
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1. A Tribute to India's Freedom Fighters

Prerna Sthal is home to statues of some of the most influential figures in India's struggle for independence. The presence
of these statues in one location allows visitors to appreciate the collective impact of these leaders on the nation's history.
From Mahatma Gandhi's non-violent resistance to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's efforts in framing the Indian Constitution, each
statue tells a story of courage, determination, and visionary leadership.

2. Mahatma Gandhi: The Father of the Nation

Among the statues at Prerna Sthal is that of Mahatma Gandhi, whose philosophy of non-violence and civil disobedience
played a pivotal role in India's independence movement. Gandhi's statue stands as a reminder of the power of peaceful
protest and the enduring relevance of his teachings in today's world. Visitors can learn about his life, from his early days in
South Africa to his leadership in the Indian National Congress and his ultimate sacrifice for the nation.

3. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: Architect of the Constitution

The statue of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar at Prerna Sthal highlights his immense contributions to the shaping of modern India. As
the principal architect of the Indian Constitution, Ambedkar's legacy is deeply intertwined with the principles of justice,
equality, and democracy. His work towards the upliftment of marginalized communities and his vision for a just society
are integral parts of India's democratic ethos.

4. Maharana Pratap: A Symbol of Resistance

Maharana Pratap, a Rajput king known for his resistance against the Mughal empire, is another iconic figure
commemorated at Prerna Sthal. His statue symbolizes the spirit of defiance and resilience in the face of overwhelming
odds. Maharana Pratap's legacy continues to inspire those who value freedom and self-determination.

The inauguration of Prerna Sthal marks a significant step in the ongoing efforts to honor and preserve the legacy of
India's national icons and freedom fighters. By creating a dedicated space that leverages modern technology to enhance
visitor experience, Prerna Sthal ensures that the contributions of these leaders are not only remembered but also serve as
a source of inspiration for future generations. As visitors reflect on the rich history and visionary leadership that shaped
the nation, Prerna Sthal stands as a powerful reminder of the values and principles that underpin India's democratic
foundations.
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