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How Libya's Chaos Left its People Vulnerable to Deadly Flooding

Libya, a North African nation once known for its rich history and stunning landscapes, has been plunged into a state of
chaos and devastation over the past decade. The latest blow to this beleaguered nation comes in the form of a
catastrophic flood that has killed thousands and left countless others missing. The floods, triggered by the Mediterranean
storm Daniel, stand as the most fatal environmental disaster in Libya's modern history. To understand why this storm
proved so destructive and what obstacles hinder the delivery of much-needed aid to those affected, we must delve into
the complex web of issues that have left Libya in this vulnerable state.

A History of Turmoil

Libya's descent into chaos can be traced back to the Arab Spring uprising in 2011, which enjoyed NATO backing and
resulted in the toppling of the autocratic ruler, Moammar Gadhafi. While the aspirations of the Libyan people for freedom
and democracy were initially hopeful, the aftermath of Gadhafi's removal paved the way for a turbulent period of political
fragmentation and armed conflict.
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[Source: Indian Express]

Since then, Libya has been divided between rival administrations and beset by militia conflict. This division has prevented
the country from achieving any semblance of stability or centralized governance. With no central authority to coordinate
disaster response efforts, Libya's vulnerability to natural disasters like the recent flooding became alarmingly apparent.

Infrastructure in Ruin

One of the key factors that exacerbated the impact of the recent storm was Libya's crumbling infrastructure. Years of
conflict and neglect have taken a heavy toll on the nation's roads, bridges, and drainage systems. The lack of maintenance
and investment left the country ill-equipped to handle the intense rains brought by Storm Daniel.
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In a grim twist of fate, Libya currently stands as the only country in the world without a climate strategy, according to the
United Nations. The absence of a comprehensive plan to address climate-related challenges further amplified the
destruction wrought by the storm.

[Source: Indian Express]

The Tale of Derna: Epicenter of Tragedy

Among the hardest-hit areas in Libya was the city of Derna, located in the country's eastern region. Derna witnessed a
devastating loss as large swaths of riverside buildings were washed away when two dams burst. The aftermath revealed
a haunting scene: water gushing through the city's remaining tower blocks, overturned cars, and the tragic sight of bodies
lined up on sidewalks, covered with blankets and awaiting burial. What makes this tragedy even more heart-wrenching is
the absence of any warning system or evacuation plan.

Derna's plight serves as a stark illustration of how the combination of natural disasters and political turmoil can result in
catastrophic consequences for ordinary citizens. The residents of Derna had no forewarning of the impending danger,
highlighting the critical need for improved disaster preparedness in the country.
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[Source: Indian Express]

Two Governments, One Nation

A significant contributing factor to Libya's vulnerability in the face of natural disasters is the ongoing political division
within the nation. Since 2014, Libya has been effectively split between two rival governments, each with its own set of
international patrons and an array of armed militias on the ground.

In Tripoli, Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah leads Libya's internationally recognized government, while in Benghazi, a
rival government headed by Ossama Hamad operates with the support of powerful military commander Khalifa Hiftar.
Both governments, along with Hiftar's eastern administration, have individually pledged assistance for flood rescue
efforts. However, their track record of cooperation is marred by a history of failed collaboration and discord.

Attempts to unify the rival parliaments have consistently faltered, despite international pressure, including plans for
elections in 2021 that never materialized. The recent history of Libya is marked by conflicts between the two sides, with
Hiftar's forces even launching a year-long, failed military campaign to capture the capital, Tripoli, in 2020.
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[Source: Indian Express]

The involvement of regional and global powers has further deepened the divisions. Hiftar's forces receive support from
Egypt, Russia, Jordan, and the United Arab Emirates, while the Western Libyan administration enjoys backing from Turkey,
Qatar, and Italy. While some of these countries have offered assistance in the ongoing rescue efforts, the complexities of
coordinating international aid within a fractured political landscape have posed significant challenges.

Obstacles to Aid Distribution

The difficulties in delivering aid to those in need are compounded by a range of obstacles, both political and logistical.

Logistical Challenges: The storm itself severed many of the roads leading to the hardest-hit areas, making access difficult
for rescue teams. The destruction of critical infrastructure has hampered the ability to reach the affected population
quickly.

Political Strife: The political discord between rival governments plays a significant role in impeding the distribution of aid.
International efforts to send rescue teams must navigate the complicated landscape of Libya's political divisions.
Permission to allow aid into the most affected areas must be approved by rival authorities, introducing delays and
bureaucratic hurdles.

Growing Unrest and Discontent
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The recent flooding in Libya is not an isolated incident but rather the latest addition to a long list of problems stemming
from the country's lawlessness. In the weeks preceding the flood disaster, protests erupted across Libya following news
of a secret meeting between the Libyan and Israeli foreign ministers. These demonstrations evolved into a broader
movement demanding the resignation of Prime Minister Dbeibah, reflecting the widespread discontent within the
population.

Furthermore, in August, sporadic fighting broke out between two rival militia forces in the capital, resulting in the deaths
of at least 45 people. This incident serves as a stark reminder of the influence wielded by rogue armed groups in Libya
and their ability to disrupt the fragile peace.

Migrant Crisis and Resource Allocation

Libya's instability has also given rise to a significant migrant crisis. The nation has become a major transit point for
Middle Eastern and African migrants seeking refuge in Europe. Militias and human traffickers have capitalized on the
country's turmoil, smuggling migrants across borders from six nations, including Egypt, Algeria, and Sudan. The migrant
crisis further underscores the urgent need for stability and governance in Libya.

Despite Libya's abundant oil reserves, this resource has done little to benefit its population. The production of crude oil,
the country's most valuable export, has frequently ground to a halt due to blockades and security threats against oil
companies. Disputes over the allocation of oil revenues have become a central point of contention in the ongoing political
strife, depriving the country of much-needed resources for development and recovery.

[Source: Indian Express]

The catastrophic flooding in Libya stands as a tragic testament to the consequences of prolonged chaos, political
division, and neglect. Thousands of lives have been lost, and countless others are missing, while the obstacles to
delivering aid continue to mount. International efforts, though well-intentioned, have struggled to surmount the complex
web of political and logistical challenges that Libya presents.
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As the world watches the unfolding tragedy in Libya, it is crucial not only to provide immediate relief to those affected but also to
address the root causes that have rendered Libya so vulnerable to such disasters. The fate of Libya's people hangs in the
balance, and it is a shared responsibility to offer support and solutions in their time of need. Libya's journey toward stability and

recovery is fraught with challenges, but the resilience of its people and the goodwill of the international community may pave the
way for a brighter future.
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