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Haryana's 'Van Mitra' Scheme: Fostering Community Participation in Afforestation

In a commendable step towards environmental conservation, Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar has launched
the 'Van Mitra' scheme, coupled with an online portal, aimed at encouraging community involvement in tree planting
activities in non-forest areas. This analysis delves into the various aspects of the scheme, including its objectives,
eligibility criteria, financial incentives, implementation phases, and its potential impact on afforestation efforts in the
state.
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Objectives of the Scheme

The primary objective of the 'Van Mitra' scheme is to directly engage the local populace in expanding forest areas across
Haryana. By encouraging community participation, the scheme seeks to enhance the survival rate of afforested areas
while promoting tree plantation in non-forest regions. This community-driven approach reflects a shift towards
decentralized environmental stewardship, empowering individuals to take ownership of their ecological surroundings.

Eligibility Criteria and Participation
1. Target Demographic

The scheme targets members of families with an annual income below Rs 1.80 lakh, encompassing a significant portion
of the state's population. This inclusive approach ensures that individuals from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds can
actively contribute to afforestation efforts, fostering a sense of collective responsibility towards environmental
conservation.
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2. Age Requirement

Individuals aged between 18 and 60 years are eligible to participate in the scheme, highlighting the importance of
engaging both younger and older segments of the population in environmental initiatives. By involving individuals across
different age groups, the scheme can leverage a diverse range of perspectives and experiences to achieve its objectives
effectively.

Financial Incentives for Participants

1. Incentive Structure

The 'Van Mitra' scheme offers a structured incentive program to motivate participants to actively engage in tree planting
activities. Participants are incentivized based on various stages of the afforestation process, including pit preparation,
tree planting, and ongoing maintenance.

2. Initial Year Incentives

In the initial year of participation, 'Van Mitras' receive financial rewards for each prepared pit and planted tree. This front-
loaded incentive system aims to encourage widespread participation in the scheme's early stages, laying the foundation
for sustained engagement over the long term.

3. Long-term Sustainability

To ensure the continued care and maintenance of planted trees, the scheme offers decreasing monthly payments over a
four-year period. This gradual reduction in incentives incentivizes participants to remain committed to the scheme,
emphasizing the importance of sustained environmental stewardship beyond the initial phases.

Implementation Phases
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(Source: Editorji)
1. Phase One: Participant Selection and Training

The first phase of the 'Van Mitra’ scheme focuses on selecting 7,500 participants through the online portal. These
individuals undergo comprehensive training to equip them with the necessary knowledge and skills for effective tree
planting and maintenance. By investing in participant training, the scheme lays the groundwork for successful
implementation and long-term sustainability.

2. Site Selection and Ownership

Participants have the flexibility to choose non-forest lands within their localities for tree planting activities. Importantly,
individuals retain ownership of trees planted on their property, fostering a sense of personal investment and responsibility
for the trees' well-being. This ownership model encourages participants to actively care for the planted trees, further
enhancing the scheme's effectiveness.

Environmental Impact and Sustainability

1. Increasing Forest Cover

One of the key outcomes of the 'Van Mitra' scheme is the expansion of forest areas across Haryana. By mobilizing local
communities to plant trees in non-forest regions, the scheme contributes to the overall increase in green cover, mitigating
deforestation and its associated environmental impacts.
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2. Biodiversity Conservation

The afforestation efforts facilitated by the scheme support biodiversity conservation by creating habitats for diverse plant
and animal species. As newly planted trees mature, they provide food, shelter, and nesting sites for wildlife, enhancing
local biodiversity and ecosystem resilience.

3. Climate Change Mitigation

Afforestation plays a crucial role in mitigating climate change by sequestering carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. As
trees grow, they absorb carbon dioxide during photosynthesis, thereby reducing greenhouse gas emissions and mitigating
the effects of climate change. The 'Van Mitra' scheme's emphasis on tree planting contributes to Haryana's broader
climate action goals, aligning with global efforts to combat climate change.

Community Engagement and Empowerment

1. Grassroots Participation

The 'Van Mitra' scheme exemplifies a bottom-up approach to environmental governance, empowering local communities
to take proactive measures towards afforestation. By involving individuals directly in tree planting activities, the scheme
fosters a sense of ownership and pride in environmental conservation efforts, strengthening community bonds and social
cohesion.

2. Skill Development and Capacity Building

Through training and hands-on experience, participants acquire valuable skills and knowledge related to tree planting,
ecosystem management, and environmental stewardship. These capacity-building efforts not only enhance participants'
ability to contribute to the scheme but also equip them with transferable skills that can benefit their communities and
livelihoods in the long term.

Challenges and Considerations
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1. Ensuring Equitable Participation

While the 'Van Mitra' scheme aims to be inclusive, ensuring equitable participation across different demographic groups
remains a challenge. Efforts must be made to reach marginalized communities and address barriers to participation,
such as access to information, resources, and training.

2. Long-term Maintenance and Monitoring

Sustaining the growth and health of planted trees beyond the initial phases poses a significant challenge. Effective
monitoring and maintenance mechanisms are essential to ensure the long-term success of afforestation efforts.
Engaging participants in ongoing monitoring and providing support for maintenance activities are critical aspects of
scheme implementation.

3. Addressing Land Use Conflicts

The selection of suitable sites for tree planting may encounter challenges related to land use conflicts and competing
interests. Coordination with local authorities, landowners, and community stakeholders is necessary to navigate these
challenges effectively and ensure the successful implementation of the scheme.

FOROW US O Address : 1997, Mukherjee Nagar, 110009 Download the App

Email : online@kdcampus.org GET ITON
f « 3
- Call : +91 95551 08888 o Google Play


https://study.kdcampus.live/daily-editorial/haryana-s-van-mitra-scheme-fostering-community-participation-in-afforestation

STUDY CONTENTS THAT GET YOU SELECTED FHEE

N
L’ VE @ 5LAKH+STUDENTS ., 30+ EXPERT INSTRUCTORS 10000+ HOURS OF VIDEOS
Already enrolled with our ’x‘ Our instructors are the best .‘ All videos are well-explained for you P D F

selection focused courses. In the industry to get every bit out of the videos

Haryana's 'Van Mitra' Scheme: Fostering Community Participation in Afforestation

The 'Van Mitra' scheme represents a commendable initiative towards environmental conservation and community
engagement in Haryana. By harnessing the collective efforts of local communities, the scheme has the potential to
significantly contribute to afforestation, biodiversity conservation, and climate change mitigation efforts in the state.
However, addressing challenges related to equity, sustainability, and land use will be crucial in realizing the scheme's full
potential. Through continued commitment and collaboration, the 'Van Mitra' scheme can serve as a model for inclusive
and sustainable environmental governance, inspiring similar initiatives across the country.

We would love to here from you, dear readers. How did you like this blog? Did you gain an insight into today's topic? You
can share your thoughts in the comment section below. will keep bringing to you more informative blogs on a
daily basis. Stay tuned!
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