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Fleet Awards Function 2024: Celebrating the Eastern Fleet's Operational Excellence

The Fleet Awards Function 2024, held in Visakhapatnam on July 14, recognized and celebrated the remarkable
achievements of the Eastern Fleet over the past year. The event showcased the operational prowess, strategic
capabilities, and the unwavering commitment of the Indian Navy's Eastern Fleet in safeguarding maritime interests. This
analysis delves into the significance of the awards, the operational achievements of the fleet, and the broader
implications for India’s maritime security.

[Source: GK Today]

Recognition of Excellence
1. INS Delhi: Best Ship of the Eastern Fleet

INS Delhi, a guided-missile frigate of the Delhi class, was adjudged the Best Ship of the Eastern Fleet for its outstanding
performance and strategic capabilities. Commissioned into the Indian Navy on November 15, 1997, INS Delhi has
consistently demonstrated its operational readiness and mission success. Equipped with advanced weaponry, electronic
warfare systems, and sensors, the ship has played a pivotal role in various maritime operations.

2. Key Features and Capabilities of INS Delhi

a. Surface-to-Surface Missiles: INS Delhi is armed with powerful surface-to-surface missiles that enhance its offensive
capabilities.
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Fleet Awards Function 2024: Celebrating the Eastern Fleet's Operational Excellence

b. Surface-to-Air Missiles: The ship's surface-to-air missiles provide robust defense against aerial threats.

c. Anti-Submarine Torpedoes: INS Delhi’s anti-submarine torpedoes ensure effective underwater combat capabilities.
d. Advanced Electronic Warfare Systems: These systems enhance the ship’s ability to detect and counter threats.
Operational Achievements and Activities

1. High Tempo of Operations

The year withessed a high tempo of operational activities for the Eastern Fleet, both within and beyond the Indian Ocean
Region. The fleet’s deployment aimed at safeguarding India’s maritime interests, demonstrating its strategic importance
and operational readiness.

2. Weapon Firings and Combat Drills

The Eastern Fleet maintained and proven its combat edge through several practice weapon firings in air, surface, and sub-
surface domains. These exercises ensured the fleet’s preparedness for any potential conflict scenario.

3. Naval, Amphibious, and HADR Exercises

Multiple exercises of varied nature, including conventional naval drills, amphibious operations, and Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) exercises, were conducted. The participation of the Indian Army and Indian Air
Force in these exercises highlighted the joint operational capabilities and inter-service coordination.

Awards and Recognitions

1. INS Kavaratti: Best Ship in Corvettes/OPVs/LSTs Category

INS Kavaratti was awarded the Best Ship in the Corvettes, Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPVs), and Landing Ship Tanks (LSTs)
category. The ship’s operational excellence and successful completion of various missions were key factors in this
recognition.

2. Most Spirited Ships of the Sunrise Fleet

INS Shivalik, INS Sumedha, and INS Sumitra were adjudged the most spirited ships of the Sunrise Fleet. Their
commendable performance in carrying out a wide range of challenging missions throughout the year earned them this
accolade.

Guests of Honour

1. Vice-Admiral Rajesh Pendharkar
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Fleet Awards Function 2024: Celebrating the Eastern Fleet's Operational Excellence

Vice-Admiral Rajesh Pendharkar, the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief of Eastern Naval Command, graced the event as
the Chief Guest. His presence underscored the importance of the Fleet Awards Function in recognizing and motivating the
fleet's personnel.

2. Rear Admiral Rajesh Dhankhar

Rear Admiral Rajesh Dhankhar, the Flag Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet, hosted the event. His leadership and
coordination were pivotal in the fleet's operational success and the seamless execution of the awards function.

Cultural Celebrations and Morale Boost

[Source: Notopedia]

1. Cultural Programme
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A cultural programme was organized as part of the Fleet Awards Function, fostering camaraderie and boosting the
morale of the fleet’s personnel. The celebration of the Indian Navy's rich heritage and commitment to national security
was a highlight of the event.

2. Importance of Cultural Events in the Navy

Cultural events play a crucial role in enhancing the cohesion and morale of naval personnel. They provide a platform for
sailors to showcase their talents, bond with their peers, and celebrate their shared identity and commitment.

Strategic Implications

1. Strengthening Maritime Security

The operational achievements and awards of the Eastern Fleet underscore the strategic importance of maritime security
for India. The fleet's readiness and capability to conduct diverse missions contribute significantly to the nation’s defense
and security.

2. Enhancing Inter-Service Coordination

The joint exercises involving the Indian Army and Indian Air Force highlight the importance of inter-service coordination.
Such collaborative efforts enhance the overall operational effectiveness and preparedness of the armed forces.

3. Demonstrating Operational Readiness

The Eastern Fleet’s high tempo of operations and successful execution of various missions demonstrate its operational
readiness. This readiness is crucial in addressing potential maritime threats and ensuring the security of India’s maritime
interests.

The Fleet Awards Function 2024 not only celebrated the operational achievements of the Eastern Fleet but also
highlighted the strategic importance of maintaining a robust and capable naval force. The recognition of ships like INS
Delhi and INS Kavaratti underscores the fleet's operational excellence and commitment to safeguarding India’s maritime
interests. The event, graced by distinguished naval officers and marked by cultural celebrations, reinforced the spirit of
camaraderie and the rich heritage of the Indian Navy. As the Eastern Fleet continues to play a pivotal role in maritime
security, the awards function serves as a testament to its unwavering dedication and strategic readiness.
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