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A Phoenix from the Ashes: Mumbai's New World-Class Aquarium

In the bustling heart of Mumbai, where time seems to stand still and history echoes through every corner, a significant
change is on the horizon. The iconic Taraporewala Aquarium, a beloved landmark that has graced the city for 72 years, is
preparing to say its final farewell. But don't mourn its loss just yet, for a new and exciting chapter is about to unfold. In its
place, a 'world-class aquarium’ is set to rise, promising to be a breathtaking spectacle that will mesmerize visitors from
around the globe.

[Source: Hindustan times]

The End of an Era

The Taraporewala Aquarium, located at Charni Road, has been an integral part of Mumbai's cultural fabric since its
establishment in 1951. Named after the benevolent Parsi philanthropist D B Taraporewala, this iconic aquarium has not
only been a source of entertainment but also a centre of scientific research and discovery.

In recent years, however, the ageing structure began to show signs of wear and tear. A structural audit conducted by the
Public Works Department (PWD) declared the aquarium dilapidated, sounding the death knell for this historic edifice. The
ongoing coastal road project, which aims to transform Mumbai's waterfront, played a significant role in weakening the
building. The proximity of the sea, combined with the construction activities, left the old aquarium in a state of disrepair.
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Dr. Atul Patne, the Commissioner of the Maharashtra Department of Fisheries, stated, "Besides chances of corrosion of
the old-age structure, owing to the proximity of the sea, the coastal road project has also impacted the structure severely."
While the structure was technically repairable, the constant maintenance required due to the coastal road project's impact
made it an impractical choice. As a result, the decision was made to dismantle the old structure, opening the door for
something new and extraordinary.
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[Source: Hindustan Times]

The Promise of a 'World-Class' Aquarium

While bidding farewell to a beloved landmark is never easy, the promise of a ‘'world-class' aquarium at the same location
offers hope and excitement for the future. The Maharashtra Department of Fisheries, in collaboration with other
stakeholders, is gearing up to create a masterpiece that will not only replace the old but also redefine Mumbai's marine
experience.

The term 'world-class' sets the bar high. What exactly does it mean? According to Dr. Patne, "The new aquarium will boast
state-of-the-art facilities, cutting-edge technology, and a focus on conservation and education. It will be a haven for
marine enthusiasts, researchers, and families alike."
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[Source: Hindustan Times]

The Grand Transformation

Out with the old, and in with the new! The decision to replace the Taraporewala Aquarium with a 'world-class' facility is not
just about preserving a beloved landmark but also about ushering in a new era of aquatic wonder and education in
Mumbai.

So, what can we expect from this forthcoming marvel?

State-of-the-Art Facilities: The new aquarium promises to be nothing short of spectacular, featuring cutting-edge
technology and world-class facilities that will rival the best in the world. Visitors can look forward to immersive
experiences that transport them to the depths of the ocean.

Educational Initiatives: Beyond entertainment, the new aquarium will emphasize education and conservation. It will serve
as a hub for marine research and a platform for raising awareness about the importance of preserving our oceans and
marine life.
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Breathtaking Exhibits: Expect to be awed by a diverse range of marine life, from colourful coral reefs to majestic sharks,
graceful dolphins, and elusive seahorses. The new aquarium aims to provide a holistic view of the underwater world,
catering to marine enthusiasts of all ages.

Interactive Experiences: Dive into a world of hands-on learning and interactive displays. Visitors will have the opportunity
to touch, feel, and even feed some of the aquatic residents, creating unforgettable memories for families and solo
adventurers alike.

Conservation Efforts: The new facility will actively engage in conservation efforts, including breeding programs for
endangered species and initiatives to reduce plastic pollution in the oceans.

v

v R

I ) l II—L_JL .")_' ;’ )'

J

[Source: Indian Express]

A New Beginning

As the Taraporewala Aquarium prepares for its final bow, it's crucial to remember that change often brings growth and
renewal. While the old structure had its charm, the new 'world-class' aquarium promises to be a beacon of hope and
wonder, inviting Mumbaikars and tourists alike to explore the mysteries of the deep blue.
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The relocation of the Maharashtra Department of Fisheries to Nariman Point and the careful transfer of the aquarium's
fish to other public aquariums in Pune, Chandrapur, and Ahmedabad were necessary steps to ensure the well-being of
these aquatic inhabitants during the transition. The meticulous planning, which included fasting the fish for two days to
prevent contamination and providing extra oxygen during transportation, highlights the commitment to their welfare.

[Source: Curly Tales]

The Legacy Lives On

For marine ecologists and scientists, the Taraporewala Aquarium has been more than just a tourist attraction; it has been
a hub of research and discovery. In its heyday, this establishment served as a workstation for some of India's most
renowned marine experts. Although the old structure had begun to deteriorate long before the coastal road project, its
legacy as a centre of scientific inquiry will endure.

The new ‘world-class' aquarium has the potential to carry forward this legacy by not only captivating the hearts of visitors
but also fostering an environment of exploration and learning. It will be a place where marine enthusiasts, young and old,
can connect with the wonders of the ocean and understand the urgent need to protect and preserve our fragile marine
ecosystems.
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[Source: Curly Tales]

The impending demolition of the Taraporewala Aquarium may evoke a sense of nostalgia among Mumbaikars, as they bid
farewell to a cherished landmark. However, let us embrace this moment as an opportunity for transformation and growth.
The new 'world-class' aquarium promises to be a shining jewel on Mumbai's waterfront, offering a captivating blend of
entertainment, education, and conservation.

As the new structure takes shape, it is a reminder that progress can honour the past while embracing the future. With its
state-of-the-art facilities, interactive exhibits, and dedication to marine conservation, this upcoming aquarium will
undoubtedly be a source of pride for the city and a testament to our commitment to the wonders of the underwater world.
So, mark your calendars, for when the doors of the new Taraporewala Aquarium swing open, a world of aquatic marvels
awaits, ready to inspire and educate generations to come.

FERaWIEn Address : 1997, Mukherjee Nagar, 110009 DoWnioad tha App

Email : online@kdcampus.org _ GETITON
f « = T
- Call: +91 95551 08888 ’ Google Play


https://study.kdcampus.live/daily-editorial/a-phoenix-from-the-ashes-mumbai-s-new-world-class-aquarium

