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Top 10 Current Affairs Questions of Today - August 18, 2025

KD Live is your one-stop shop for all the latest daily current affairs from around the world. We provide concise and
informative summaries of the top news stories every day, so you can stay informed without having to spend hours
reading the news.

Our daily current affairs are perfect for busy people who want to stay up-to-date on the latest events. They are short,
engaging, and easy to understand, and they cover a wide range of topics, from politics and business to sports and
entertainment.

Today's blog will be on the current affairs of 18th August 2025. So, check out the current affairs and stay up-to-date. You
can download PDF also for current affairs today.

Let's check this news about (Neeraj Ghaywan) . Then, we will move ahead

Neeraj Ghaywan's 'Homebound' Wins Big at Indian Film
Festival of Melbourne 2025

Acclaimed filmmaker Neeraj Ghaywan has once again captured the spotlight, with his latest drama Homebound sweeping
the top honors at the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne (IFFM) 2025. The film, which explores themes of belonging and
displacement, won both the Best Film and Best Director awards. This significant win solidifies Ghaywan's reputation as a
director with a keen eye for social commentary. The film's success was part of a strong showing for Indian cinema at the
festival, which also recognized other talents.

[Image Source: BBC News]

Microsoft Tops TopBrand 2025 Global Brands List;
NVIDIA and Apple Follow
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At the 19th China Brand Festival, the TopBrand Union unveiled its 2025 Global Brands list, with Microsoft securing the top
position. This ranking marks a significant achievement for the tech giant. Following closely were NVIDIA in second place
and Apple in third. The list, compiled by Brand Finance, assesses brands based on factors like brand value, brand
strength, and overall business performance. Microsoft's ascent to the top reflects its continued innovation in cloud
computing, artificial intelligence, and software services, which has solidified its global market position.

[Image Source: Mint]

NFR, IIT-Guwahati Join Hands to Replace Plastics with
Biodegradable Materials

In a significant step toward promoting environmental sustainability, the Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) has partnered
with the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT)-Guwahati to replace single-use plastics with biodegradable materials. As a
pilot project, the collaboration has developed compostable bed-roll bags for use on trains. These eco-friendly bags, which
are ISO 17088-compliant, are designed to degrade quickly, reducing landfill waste and the railway's overall carbon
footprint. The initiative is a model for scalable, greener operations across the Indian railway network.

[Image Source: India Today]
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ISRO Inaugurates Space Laboratory in Remote
Arunachal Pradesh District

In a significant step toward democratizing access to space science education, the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) has inaugurated a new space laboratory in a remote region of Arunachal Pradesh. The facility, located in the Shi-
Yomi district, aims to provide students with hands-on experience in space science and technology. This initiative is part of
ISRQO's broader efforts to foster curiosity and innovation among the youth in underserved areas. The laboratory will serve
as a hub for learning and innovation, inspiring the next generation of scientists and engineers from the region.

[Image Source: India Today]

Seventh Death Anniversary of Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Observed

On August 16, 2025, India marked the seventh death anniversary of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. A
founding member of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Vajpayee was a revered statesman, poet, and orator who served as
Prime Minister three times. His legacy is remembered for his efforts in promoting good governance, his role in the 1998
Pokhran-Il nuclear tests, and his visionary leadership in infrastructure projects like the Golden Quadrilateral. Tributes were
paid to him at his memorial, 'Sadaiv Atal', in Delhi, by several dignitaries, including the Prime Minister and the President.
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Death Anniversary of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee
16th August

[Image Source: Mint]

India's Russian Oil Imports Surge to 2 Million Barrels
per Day in August

India’s energy sourcing strategy continued to tilt towards Russian crude in August 2025, with imports climbing to 2 million
barrels per day (bpd). This surge, up from 1.6 million bpd in July, means Russia now accounts for a significant portion of
India's total crude imports. The increase is driven primarily by attractive discounted rates offered on Russian crude, which
helps India manage domestic fuel prices and control inflation. This strategic diversification also reduces India’s traditional
over-reliance on Middle Eastern suppliers, enhancing its overall energy security.

[Image Source: Mint]

India’s Exports to US Surge 20% in July; Bilateral Trade
Hits New High
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India’s trade ties with the United States reached a new high in July 2025, as goods exports to the US surged by 19.94% to
USD 8.01 billion. This strong growth, based on data from the Commerce Ministry, contributed to the US retaining its
position as India’s largest trading partner. The rise in exports, which has been consistent since April this year, reflects
increasing demand for Indian goods in the American market. The two countries are also negotiating a bilateral trade
agreement, with a US team visiting India for talks, signaling a strengthening economic partnership.

[Image Source: Mint]

India’s Forex Reserves Surge to USD 693.62 Billion

In a strong sign of external sector stability, India’s foreign exchange reserves rose by USD 4.74 billion in the week ending
August 8, reaching a total of USD 693.62 billion. This increase, as per the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), was primarily driven
by arise in foreign currency assets. The surge in reserves provides a crucial buffer against external shocks and helps the
RBI manage the value of the Indian rupee. The robust level of reserves enhances market confidence and strengthens
India’s position in the global financial landscape.
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[Image Source: Mint]
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NHAI Launches FASTag Annual Pass for Seamless
Highway Travel

The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has launched a new scheme, the FASTag Annual Pass, to streamline toll
payments for frequent highway commuters. Priced at INR 3,000, the pass allows private vehicles to make up to 200 trips
on designated National Highways or remains valid for one year, whichever comes first. The initiative, launched on August
15, is aimed at reducing travel time and hassle by eliminating the need for repeated wallet top-ups. This new pass is a
major step toward enhancing the efficiency and convenience of highway travel across India.

[Image Source: Mint]

Real Madrid Named World's Most Valuable Football
Club in 2025

For the second consecutive year, Real Madrid has been named the world’s most valuable football club brand. According
to the "Football 50-2025" report by Brand Finance, the club’s brand value rose to EURO 1.921 billion. The report highlights
that Real Madrid's brand strength, driven by record revenues and a global fan base, has been a key driver of its continued
commercial success. The club also maintained its position as the strongest football brand for the fourth year in a row,
reaffirming its status as a global powerhouse in the sports industry.
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[Image Source: BBC News]

comment below your score, considering each question has 1 mark only. If you scored 8 to 10, congratulations! You are
one step closer to selection. If you have scored 5 to 8 marks, then you are doing well, keep it up. If you have scored less

than 5 marks then you need to work a little harder on this subject. But don't worry, we are here to help you master the
subject.

Keep trying! We will meet again with another set of questions in daily current affairs quiz.
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