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The Legacy of Ram Sharan Sharma - A Scholarly Journey

Ram Sharan Sharma, a name connected with the rich fabric of Indian history, is a towering figure in academics. His key
contributions to the research of ancient and medieval India have left an everlasting impression on historical studies.
Sharma's path from a small town in India to become one of the most important historians of his time. It is a monument to
his dedication, enthusiasm, and intellectual prowess. He was born on January 26, 1919, in Barauni, Bihar. In this blog
article, we will look at Ram Sharan Sharma's life, works, and lasting impact.

Ram Sharan Sharma's Early Life and Contributions

[Source: Wikipedia]

Ram Sharan Sharma's interest in history began at a young age. He completed his schooling at Patna University and then
worked as a lecturer in the Department of History at the University of Patna. His studies took him to famous universities
such as St. Stephen's College in Delhi and the University of Toronto. During this time, Sharma sharpened his research
abilities and gained a strong interest in ancient Indian history.

Ram Sharan Sharma's efforts extended much beyond his written writings. He was instrumental in fostering historical
research in India. His teaching innumerable researchers who went on to make substantial contributions. His tenure as
Chairman of the Indian Council of Historical Study (ICHR) was a time of expansion and support for historical study in
India.

Sharma's dedication to academic honesty and uncompromising quest for historical truth set a high standard for
historians. His impact may be seen in the numerous research articles, publications, and dissertations that credit his work
as a primary source of inspiration.
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Ram Sharan Sharma's Academic Career

Sharma had a distinguished academic career. He rose to prominence as a researcher and historian whose efforts helped
to influence the study of Indian history. Among his most prominent academic roles and accomplishments are:

Teaching Stints: Sharma taught at Patna University, Delhi University, and the University of Toronto, among others. His
teaching abilities and passion for the subject earned him the admiration of his pupils and colleagues.

Works on Ancient India: Sharma's research was primarily concerned with ancient India. His important works include
"Material Culture and Social Formations in Ancient India" and "Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India."
These publications dug into India's economic and political history, offering new perspectives on the evolution of ancient
Indian society.

Marxist Historiography: Sharma belonged to the Marxist school of historiography. He thought that economic institutions
shaped societies. His historical assessments frequently probed the intersection of economics, politics, and culture.

Role in the Indian History Congress: Sharma was the President of the Indian History Congress, a significant academic
body that promotes the study of Indian history. In this position, his leadership advanced historical knowledge in India.

Ram Sharan Sharma's Major Works

Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India (1959): This book, one of Sharma's main works, examined the
political landscape of ancient India. It assesses the vast spectrum of political concepts and institutions that flourished
there. The book is still considered a classic in the study of ancient Indian politics. It sheds light on the evolution of
political thinking and government systems in the subcontinent.
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Indian Feudalism (1965): "Indian Feudalism" is a seminal work that questioned preconceived beliefs about Indian social
structure. Sharma contended that the term "feudalism" could be used in ancient India, contrary to popular perception that

it was a European concept. His rigorous study and powerful arguments transformed the conversation about Indian history
and feudalism.
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Material Culture and Social Formations in Ancient India (1983): Sharma investigated the relationship between material
culture and social systems in ancient India in this book. He went into detail about how economic and social variables
influenced the development of diverse civilizations on the Indian subcontinent. His multidisciplinary approach
revolutionized historical research.
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Early Medieval Indian Society - A Study in Feudalisation (1974): Sharma continued his investigation of India's social and
political growth by focusing on the early medieval period. This book investigated feudalization processes and how they

influenced Indian society during this period. It is still a valuable resource for researchers attempting to comprehend the
complexity of medieval India.
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List of books and works written by Ram Sharan Sharma

Ram Sharan Sharma was a well-known Indian historian who made substantial contributions to ancient and medieval
Indian history. During his lifetime, he wrote various books and scholarly publications. Some of his more significant ones:
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. Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India
. Material Culture and Social Formations in Ancient India

. Indian Feudalism

. Sudras in Ancient India: A Social History of the Lower Order Down to Circa A.D. 600
. Urban Decay in India, c. 300-1000

. Looking for the Aryans

. Early Medieval Indian Society: A Study in Feudalisation

. Society in India, 300-600 AD

. Indian Society: Historical Probings

10. Advent of the Aryans in India

11. Reflections on the Political Ideas of the History of India
12. Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early India
13. Indian History: A Russian Viewpoint

14. Studies in Indian History: R.P. Sharma Felicitation Volume
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If you want to read Indian Ancient By Ram Sharan Sharma then

Ram Sharan Sharma's Controversies and Critiques

Ram Sharan Sharma, like any other famous academic, was not immune to criticism. His theory of Indian feudalism came
under fire, with some historians questioning the term's application to India. The disputes and controversies that emerged
as a result of his work. On the other hand, only served to improve this area of Indian history, showing its dynamism and
complexity.
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[Source: India TV News]

In Conclusion, Ram Sharan Sharma's impact lives on not only via his written works but also through the generations of
historians he influenced. His dedication to impartial historical inquiry, and rigorous research. And devotion to his students
serves as a light for researchers in India and beyond. In addition, Sharma's influence reaches into public conversation and
historical consciousness. Through his books and talks, he helped bridge the gap between academia and the general
public. Developing a broader awareness of India's rich historical past.

Ram Sharan Sharma's life and work demonstrate the transformational power of education. His groundbreaking research,
persistent commitment to historical accuracy, and commitment to training the next generation of historians each left an
indelible imprint. We continue to investigate and reinterpret history because of scholars like Ram Sharan Sharma, whose
passion for history continues to inspire and guide us.

How was your experience reading through this article? Your opinions and participation are extremely valuable to us. So,
kindly share your views in the comment section. For more such content to read and get any kind of educational
information then kindly visit

1o read about Charles Dickens and his famous writings.
to read about Edgar Allan Poe and his famous works.

to read about C S Lewis and his eternal works.
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